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Theory of Communicative Behavior and Inter-subjectivity in Translation

DUAN Cheng

(Foreign Language Institute, Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610059, China)

Abstract; We hold the idea that the two extremes of the invisibility of translator’s subjectivi-
ty and the over-visibility of translator’s subjectivity in translation should be overcome so as to en-
sure translating under a rational condition. The shift of translator’s subjectivity study into that
of inter-subjectivity study in translation is an effective way to avoid the two extremes. The theory
of communicative behavior provides theoretical basis and ontological guide for the study of inter-
subjectivity in translation. Inter-subjectivity in translation well explains the role of translator’s
subjectivity and the effectiveness of the source text and the speech acts of its writer,and therefore
ensures the effectiveness of the target text and the speech acts of the translator.

Key words: communicative behavior theory; subjects in translation; subjectivity in transla-

tion, inter-subjectivity in translation
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